School Closure Memo 3
Dear Parents,
I hope you are all well and that your families are safe & healthy at this time. I hope the children are
being well behaved  and following all of the guidelines for remaining healthy and safe. You will
have heard yesterday that schools will now remain closed until April 19th.


Beginning next Monday, March 30th, your child’s class teacher will assign work via the
Seesaw online platform, beginning with one subject area. Some classes have used Seesaw in
the school for a while but this is our first time using it in this way. All teachers have set up a
dedicated email address for remote learning and all communication will take place during
normal school hours only.



While acknowledging that it is not possible to deliver the primary school curriculum or the
supports that we would normally provide through online learning we view our use of the
Seesaw app as a means to provide an educational focus for children and to give them a link
to the school and as well as some form of routine. This way of working is new for everyone;
teachers, parents and children. We will monitor how it is working and we will be starting
with one task per day. This is our first step in providing online activities and we can broaden
the scope as time goes on.



This week the teachers have been busy upskilling themselves and getting ready to engage
with their pupils online. We have decided to take things easy at the beginning of our online
work, hence the decision to begin with one subject area next week.



Parents will need to download the free app on your computer or iPad. Mr. Elliffe has
prepared a document for you with instructions on how to do this, which is available at the
end of this memo.



Once you are set up with Seesaw, your child’s teacher will email you an access code for each
child so that you can begin working on the app. Then, teachers will assign work each day for
your child to complete.



The work will be completed by your child from within the app and submitted to the teacher
who will assess the work. Work will be manageable and we hope that pupils will be able to
complete it independently.



Parents of pupils who are attending Cill Barra will be contacted by their Cill Barra teachers
directly via Seesaw, email or phone as appropriate.
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Our aim, since the school closure began has been to maintain an educational focus and to
support your child where possible. That will continue to be our aim as we use Seesaw. Our
motto among staff, as we worked this week and last, has been to try to keep things “simple
but effective” for parents and pupils. This is an acknowledgement that there are many other
things going on in your homes right now than school work and we don’t want to create or
add to pressure and stress levels. Your health and the health & wellbeing of your families are
the main focus at this time.



I also wish to acknowledge that teachers are working in trying circumstances. Working from
home, many with young children and with all of the worries and restrictions that everybody
else in society is dealing with right now. I commend the teachers for their hard work in the
last fortnight to prepare to engage with their pupils online. We look forward to a
collaborative effort from both school and home so that our pupils, your children, will
maintain an educational link in the coming weeks.

We would be happy to take your feedback on how the online activities through Seesaw are working.
If you would like to give us feedback please email parents@scoiloilibheir.ie
Next week leads into the Easter Holidays which run from April 6th to April 19th. No work will be
assigned during the Easter break. It is important for parents, children and teachers to have a break
from school activities during this time. Teachers will re-engage online with your children on April
20th, if schools are still closed at that point. I would urge parents to regularly check and follow the
HSE protocols in relation to social distancing. The sooner we all help to flatten the curve, the sooner
schools will be open again. Information notices, in 17 different languages are available here:
www.hse.ie/eng/services/news/newsfeatures/covid19-updates/partner-resources/covid-19translated-resources/
Le dea-mhéin,

Principal.
Instructions for setting up Seesaw are below.
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Parent / Pupil Instructions for Using
See Saw
During these unpresented times we are going to be using Seesaw as a means of assigning work,
sending class announcements and providing brief feedback to pupils. Seesaw is a safe, child centred
online platform.
Accessing Seesaw
Go to https://web.seesaw.me on a computer. Or install the Seesaw Class iOS or Android app.
Tap “I’m a Student”.

Insert the text code that your child’s teacher emailed to you. Tap Go.
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Once you are logged in you will be able to see any new announcements and assignments that the
teacher has assigned for the day.

Completing Assignments
Tap Activities to see the assignment as well as instructions.

Read the instructions carefully and Tap Add response.
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T is for typing a response
The mic is to voice record a
response

Drag and drop your response
Click on the writing tools to write
or draw a response

The camera is to upload a photo as
a response
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This particular task instructs us to drag and drop the response so click on the hand and drop into the
appropriate box.

Tap on the green tick to save.

Later the teacher can approve the assignment and provide some brief feedback. Other pupils cannot
see your child’s response.
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Accessing Teacher Announcements
Tap Inbox to read a brief message from the teacher. This is a general class announcement for all the
children in the class.

Journal Entries
As time goes by the children may be required to post a response to their journal. To do this, tap
Journal and Add.
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Pupils can post their responses using a number of different media. The teacher will instruct pupils on
the appropriate media to use in response.

They can use the devices camera to take a photo or record a video. They can draw and use voice
recording directly onto the Seesaw platform. They can also upload photo and video files that are
already saved on the device. They can also type notes.

Once this is completed the children must wait for teacher approval. Other children do not have
access to your child’s journal.
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